
PAVILION OF ART AND PAVILION OF SCIENCE
The Eighth China Flora Expo, Wujin, China

Located on West Tai-hu Lake, the design for the Eighth 
Chinese Flower Expo pavilions drew upon the natural 
geographical features of the area and the use of ecological 
building design principles to improve the relationship between 
art, architecture and the environment while promoting 
sustainability and the natural ecology. The design of the two 
related pavilions incorporated an expanse of sweeping, 
curvilinear forms constructed of tri-grid steel members with 
more than eight thousand control points. A translucent ETFE 
weatherproof membrane shields the two-storey exhibition 
halls underneath and reduces the heat gain during mid-noon 
in summer. The zigzagged façade promotes passive ventilation 
in the galleries.

The pavilions operate as twinned, but separate sites, 
following similar formal expressions, but different planning 
and accommodation arrangements. The Art Exhibition Pavilion 
is more enclosed and intimately focused, with smaller displays 
and objects for viewing and study. The Science Exhibition 
Pavilion displays projected films and animations, relying on 
larger, audience interactive forums and spaces. Both pavilions 
follow curvilinear arrangements, with the entering and 
exiting flow of visitors at the scale of a major expo of 
primary concern. The planning and configuration for the 
pavilions comes from a consideration of loops and overlapping 
ellipses. The petal-like composition of the project responds 
visually and tectonically to its environment to create a distinct 
and powerful sense of place as well as a breathtaking 
backdrop for the displays.

Chris Yiu-hang Chan is a registered architect in Australia. Having graduated from RMIT University in 2006, 
his thesis was exhibited in Hong Kong & Shenzhen Bi-City Biennale of Urbanism/Architecture 2008. 
He was also recognised as one of Australia’s Top 40 Design Graduates by Monument magazine in 2005. 
Subsequently he worked for LAB Architecture Studio in Melbourne and became one of the lead archi-
tects in the studio. Currently practicing in Hong Kong, his practice embraces experimental exercises and 
cross-disciplinary investigations in order to generate new approaches to architecture. Issues such as 
morphology, socio-culture and sustainability are investigated and experimented with in order to 
re-define the conceptual and the contemporary framework of urban and architectural design. This 
think-tank approach delves deeply into socio-economics, culture and identity, exploring new prototypes 
and approaches for the future, while simultaneously engaging in the factual domain.
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